Umverszzy ) quahty improvement progmmme
is all about conducting seminars

SIDDHARTH KELm
. APRIL.4

T HE quality improvement pro-

gramme (QIP) of the Univer-
sity of Pune has come under
anner as the allocations for the pro-
ramme are underutilised for six
sars. “The allocations are spent ex-

nsively on conducting seminars, the

redibility and outcome of many are
1 question,” say the senate members.

'he Vice-Chancellor has now de- -

ided to monitor the programme with
ringenteriteria, -

'I'hcumversxty started QIPin Janu~
ry 2002 with a view to improving the
verall quality of its affiliated colleges.

niversity made special budgetary
tions for it ranging from Rs 1.1
rore to Rs 2.6 crore. But the record
hows that in the last sixyears, only 35

.40 per cent of the allocations were.

V-C promises: Wil bring In a
system to monltor the programme.

spent, For instance, in 2007-08, the
budget allocation for QIP was Rs 2
crore and spending was only Rs
44,71,558, At the recently held senate
meeting, members observed that even
iftheschemewas good, itwasnot han-
dled propetly.
DhanyakumarJ ainraised theques

tion in the senate meeting asking how
much fund. was utilised. Pandit

Vidyasagar, director of Board of Col-

leges and University Development
(BCUD), in a written answer ac-
cepted that the allocations were not
utilised fully. The membersthen inter-

vened the discussion underlining | .
Instead of organising only seminars, it
should go further and include sports

some of the problems, “The QIP only
conduets seminars, most of which
have n6 academicoutput,” said Nand-
kumar Nikam. He also pointed out

.| that in the name of natignal or inter-

national seminar, allocated funds are
used and in most of the cases only nine
toten representatives attend the sem-~
inars, “Tt is a mockery of the quality,”

-he said.

According to the information fur-
nished by the BCUD, for conducting

nationat Jevel seminar the allocation | -

is Rs.1.25 lakh while for the interna-
tional serinat it is Rs.2 lakh, The al-
location is Rs 60,000 and Rs 15,000 re-
spectively for the state level and

mter—unwersny seminars, “1f the re-
sponse is poor, where does the money
g0,” asked the members,

Nikam suggested some measures -

to broaden the activities of the QIF.
“It should be overall improvement.

activities and soft skills development,
programmes,” he said, He also sug-
gested that the proposals should be
made round the year so that activi-
ties could be run continuously,
Presently, the colleges have to send
the proposals in June and July, and
after the approval by the BCUD’s
planning and developnient cell, ac-
tivities start in November,
Meanwhile, V-C Narendra J adhav
has taken cognisance of the issue and
promised that the system for monitor-

.ing the programme would be put in

place torunit effectively,
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