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Pune: The University of Pune (UoP)
could be staring at a major recruitment
scam, following the detection of out-of-
turn changes in the marks scored by
nine candidates, who were In contention
for class I and IV general non-teach-
ing posts. Two of these beneficiary can-
didates belong to the families of exist-
ing varsity employees and the remain-
ing hail from Sangamner in Ahmedna-
gar district.

The chance detection of these irreg-
ularities has put a big question mark over
the entire recruitment process for the
teaching and non-teaching posts, which
has been on for more than six months
now. Vice-chancellor Narendra Jadhav
told a hurriedly convened press confer-
ence on Wednesday evening that all these
recruitments and appointment process-
es would now be scrutinised afresh.

Theuniversity has initiated legal pro-
ceeding against an employee (a proba-
tioner) from the administration depart-
ment, who made an oral confession be-
fore Jadhav and the university registrar,
to the effect that he had made alterations
in the marks of nine candidates for the
non-teaching posts. “Today, we issued a
show cause notice to the employee, re-
twrnable in three days,” Jadhav said. The
UoP would take a call on lodging a for-
mal police complaint after the suspect
gives his reply; he added.

High drama prevailed on the varsity
campus on Wednesday evening when

members of different emplovees organ-
isaticns gheraoed the employee of the
administration department, blackened
his face and poured ink over him. This
happened while the meeting of the var-
sity’s management council was in
progress. The university’s security staff
had to summon the police to see that the
situation did not take an ugly turn.
After more than 10 years of a pro-
longed lull int the recruitments owing to
a state ban, which was Iifted nearly six

.months ago, the UcP started the process

for filling over 200 teaching vacancies
against government sanctioned posts
and another 400 non-teaching posts,
which were to be filled through the uni-
versity funds. An elaborate exam, in-
terview and selection has since been on.

The immediate case relates to the re-
cruitment exam for 41 class IIf and IV

_date who scored 38 marks was shown to

non-teaching posts, which was conduct- ;
ed on February 21 by the UoP’s SET de- i
- partment. Over 1,800 candidates ap- i
peared in the exam and those who scored ” ;

above 45 marks were shortlisted for fur-
ther process of interviews or direct ap-
pointments, depending upon the nature
of the job the candidate was being con-
sidered for.

The marks scored by all the candi-
dates were posted on the university’s
website and it was at this stage that the
changes were prima facie effected by the -
suspect employee, who was the sole data
entry person with proficiency in Fox Pro
software work. The changes effected were
huge, for instance, in one case a candi-

have scored 112 marks on the website.

SET department officials first noticed
the discrepancy in the marks and re- [
vorted to the UoP administration, fol- §
lowing which a fact-finding panel was §
assigned. The panel submitted its report §
on Tuesday evening, confirming the B
changes in at least nine cases. The sus- B
pect employee was then simmoned for B

guestioning by the UoP higher-ups, Jagd-
hav said.

“What he (the suspect) has done is i:':

unpardonable and criminal,” the V-C

ough scrutiny to find out whether the ¢

suspect was involved in any financiai g

dealing, whether he was backed by any
higher authority in the university etc,
No one will be spared, if found to be in-
volved in this case.”
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‘Pune: The University of Pune

(UoP) on Thursday suspended
assistant registrar M S Gaikwad
and section officer R ‘H Attar

. for their alleged involvement in

recruitmment scam. - .
The scam came fo light af-
ter UoP received complaints

‘of forging of marks in written
tests for recruitment of non-

teaching staff. Marks of nine
candidates were forged to make
them eligible for the posts. Vice
chancellor Narendra Jadhav
assured of ‘strongest action in
shortest possible time.’

The suspected section of-

ficer replied to the show cause -

notice on Thursday after which

UoP suspended M S Gaikwad

and R H Attar.

Vice chancellor Narendra

- Jadhav while speaking to Sakaal
Times corroberated that Attar,

in his written reply, has con-

‘fessed that he changed marks.
% of some candidates at behest of
¥ Gaikwad. Hence, the latter was
§ . also suspended.

said, adding, “We are undertaking a thor- B

]adhav said, “UoP w1]1 serve

_will have o' reply to it within

-follow.™-

chargesheets to both by next
Tuesday. Suspended officials

15 days after legal process will

When asked if any other of-
ficial is involved in the scam,
Jadhav said, “UoP will form a
committee headed by an acade-
mician, who is not directly as-

. sociated with the varsity. It will
. probe all recruitments done in

the entire year. Involvement of
other officials, if any, will comé
to light after the enquiry” At-

. tar has denied involvement of

money in the scam; he said.
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