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UoP shelves Dub
goes to Ras Al

REPORTER

reporters@sakaaltimes.com -

Pune: The Universxty of Pune
(UoP) apparently had to drop
its plan to open its first offshore
campus at Dubai International
Academic City for the time
being. It has shifted its campus
to Ras Al Khaimah (RAK), one
- of the seven emiratés of United
. Arab Emirates (UAE).

According to" an’ agency re- ‘

port, the announcement of RAK
campus was made at a function
.held at the Al Dhait Palace on
Thursday and attended by Ras
Al Khaimah deputy ruler and
crown prince Sheikh Saud bin

Sagr Al Qasimi, Indian consul

general Venu Rajamony and
UoP officials including vice~
chancellor Narendra Jadhav.
The varsity’s plan to- open
campus in Dubai Intermational
Academic City for 2008-20009
- had run into trouble following
Umvers1ty Grants  Commis-
sion’s {(UGC) objection. The
commission had forwarded
the proposal to the ministry of
“human resource development

]
al plans _

Kha1mah

(MHRD) for final decision.

MHRD gave its green signal but

a few months later, Jadhav had .

blamed some deemed universi-
ties for grounding UoP's plan.

Meanwhile, the varsity's
claim to open campus at Dubai
Academic City (DAC) was also
questioned on grounds that it
had nat obtained necessary aca-
demic licence from the authori-
ties of DAC. Reportedly, DAC
authorities were wary of more
number of Indian universities
in Knowledge Village.

Bharati Vidyapeeth deemed
university also had to shift its
campus to RAK for same rea-
sons. Vice-chancellor declined

Saka] Timex

- accepting applications and reg-
: istrations for the March 2009

to comment on the issue,
but sources in UoP admitted

that DAC authorities were
reluctant to permit additional
Indian universities on grounds
of maintaining its internatiofial
texture and hoped that varsity’s
Dubai campus might come up
in future.

The report stated that RAK
campus of the university will
offer undergraduate, graduate
and postgraduate courses. It is-

opening for postgraduate level.
Applications for undergraduate
and -postgraduate courses will

be accepted in September &6
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