PIO quota: UoP committee

to draft fresh mechanism
Management Council Gives Nod For 5 Research Chairs

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: The management council of

i the University of Pune (UoP) on.

| Wednesday assigned a four-member
panel to probe into the controversial
issue of admissions to people of In-
dian origin (PIO) students.

The PIO issue figured prominent-
ly at the UoP’s management council
meeting that went on for a six-hour
marathon session on Wednesday.

UoP vice-chancellor Narendra Jad-
hav told TOI that the panel would
work independent of the ongoing spe-
cial audit of the university's Inter-
nal Students Centre (ISC), which
ng conducted by a Mumbai-based

@ would be subject to further re-
view by the management council,”
Jadhav said and added that the uni-
versity had to deal with a more urgent
issue of ensuring smooth admissions
to PIOs in the academlic year begin-
ning June.

“While the special audit has a
broader connotation, the management
council panel would focus on defin-
ing rules and mechanism for P10 ad-
missions ahead,” Jadhav said.

Council member Sunanda Pawar
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will head the panel, which also in-
cludes principal Sarjerao Nimse and

senior law faculty members
Sureshchandra Bhosele and Dilip Ukey:
“The panel will submit its report
on fresh admission mechanism with-
in a fortnight,” Jadhav said. Later, it
would take another fortnight to ex-
amine whether any impropriety was
involved in the PIO admissions ef-
fected over last five years, he added.

Among other things, the council {
gave an ‘in principle’ nod to five new |
research chairs in the name of social |
leaders and reformers Karmaveer .
Bhaurao Patll, Savitribal Phule, Vit- !
thal Ramji Shinde, Dadasaheb Gaik- |
wad and Lahuji Vastad. The council's |

_nod is controversial considering that |

the existing non-functional research |
chairs, Of the 20 such research Chairs, . :
nine are headless and not functioning. |
However, Jadhav explained that the | ’

chairs, which are non-functional, were ‘;
mainly due to conditions like funding
gsources and the need for infusing fresh :
funds. “Those who had funded these
chairs, have long stopped extending
the requisite flow of money, It is now
upto the UoP to see how it can reju-
venate these chairs through the uni- :
versity funds. That will take some
time,” he said.

~ Hesaid, the newly proposed chairs
were being cleared in consultation
with Maharashtra chief minister Vi-
lasrao Deshmukh, National Congress
Party (NCP) Jeader Sharad Pawar and, «
Peasants and Workers Party leader N.
D, Patil, among others. “The univer-
sity will bring funds for the same from
the state government,” he said.

I
the UoP has drawn much criticism over E
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